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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week is National Reconciliation Week. These dates (27th May to 3 June) commemorate two significant milestones in 

the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High Court Mabo decision respectively. National 

Sorry Day also falls on May 26th and remembers and acknowledges the mistreatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people who were forcibly removed from their families and communities, which we now know as ‘The Stolen 

Generations’.    

Reconciliation is an important journey for our school community as we all have a role to play when it comes to collectively 

building relationships and communities that value Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, histories, cultures, and 

futures. 

Each class has spent time this week reading a variety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander picture story books that have 

been specifically purchased for our library collection. We have also installed Acknowledgement of Country recognition 

signs (pictured above) on our school buildings including the Hall and Library. Both of these actions are small actions as we 

improve and increase our commitment to cultural understanding and were identified as our next steps in a recent Cultural 

Awareness Audit our school undertook. 

The next significant step on this journey will be all staff undertaking Cultural Understanding & Safety Training that is 

delivered by a Koorie Education Support Officer. This day is set for Friday 25th June which is a curriculum day at the very 

end of this term.  

Friday 4th June Interschool Sport – Years 5 & 6 



 

 

Following this day, our aim will be to ensure we incorporate and embed the learning outcomes as outlined in the 

Victorian Cross Curriculum Priority Area “Learning About Aboriginal & Torres Strait islander History & Cultures” across our 

Inquiry, Literacy, Numeracy and other key areas. This will have the deepest impact across our school and is something we 

are very much committed and looking forward to. 

 

RAMP IT UP 

There has been a GREAT buzz across our school with RAMP Maths over the past couple of weeks. This whole school 

project was designed to engage, excite, enrich and extend both staff and students. The overall concept which was using 

maths linking cubes to build a toy is an example of a task that has limitless entry and exit points. Preps to Year 6’s and 

beyond were able to learn at their point of need through the various parts of the project. This included counting the 

number of coloured cubes used and setting up a simple graph right through to marketing the toy, designing the most 

efficient packaging through which to send the toy and even using currency conversions for overseas delivery!  

 

Keep your eyes out for the next Seesaw Continuous Reporting Posts that will be coming out. These will highlight the 

students learning during our RAMP task and we would really like to hear what you think about this through the feedback 

you can provide to your child/ren via Seesaw. 

 

COVID UPDATE 

Please refer to an update via a Compass alert later today. 
 

 

James Penson 
Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday to the following students  celebrating their  
birthdays this week: 

 

Francesca T, Brodie D, Parker G, 
Chelsea & Vanessa E, Emily B, Jackson G, 

Noah K, Ellana T 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

PHOTO’S have been re-scheduled to Wednesday 9th June - if you haven’t already ordered please do so via Compass.  All 
existing orders will be transferred.  
 
Statements have been sent out so we would appreciate you making prompt payment should you have an outstanding 
balance owing.  If you are on a payment plan we will continue to deduct instalments in Term 3 & 4. 

Contact Anne in the office if you have any queries or James should you require financial assistance. 

     

 

 

 

 

Anne,            Karen,          Nicole   &      Victoria 

Administration  Team 

 

CANTEEN 
 

Wednesday Wonders for Wednesday 2nd June will be delivered on Friday 4th June providing students are back to 

school.  

 

 
 
 

Miriam Pekolj 

Canteen Manager    

 

 
 

 

School Office Hours 

Monday to Friday  8.00am – 4.30pm 
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SPORT  

DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 

Congratulations to all students who represented Greenhills Primary School at last week’s District Cross Country Carnival, 
where overall we finished in 3rd place. All competitors should be incredibly proud of their efforts, as making the team is 
an achievement in itself.  
 
Extra special mention to the following students who finished in the Top 10, earning a place at this week’s Division Cross 
Country Carnival: 

  Heidi K - 1st U9/10 Girls    Willow C - 8th U9/10 Girls 

  Cooper B - 8th U9/10 Boys    Jack H - 1st U11 Boys 

  Koda K - 5th U11 Boys    Lucy J - 5th U12/13 Girls 

  Gabby L - 8th U12/13 Girls    Nicholas T - 10th U12/13 Boys 
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COMMUNITY SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

If your child achieves something special (grand final win, most valuable player award, best and fairest etc.), please email 

me (daley.jordan.w@edumail.vic.gov.au) through photos (just make sure these photos only contain students from 

Greenhills PS) to post in Contact. It is important to celebrate and recognise such successes with the school community. 
 

 

REBEL COMMUNITY KICKBACKS PROGRAM 

Greenhills Primary School is involved in the Rebel Community Kickbacks Program 

      

What can you do to help Greenhills primary School benefit from this program? 

Staff, family and friends can link the school to their Rebel Active Loyalty Program account and instantly start earning 

credits. 

 

 

 

 

Jordan Daley     

Physical Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan Daley 

Physical Education 
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ICAS Assessments 2021 

This year, Greenhills Primary School will be offering Year 2-6 students an opportunity to participate in the ICAS 
Assessments. ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in English, 
Mathematics, Science, Writing, Spelling Bee and Digital Technologies. Each assessment celebrates students’ 
accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition and development. Every student will receive a printed 
certificate and an online results report. Top performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special award 
ceremonies to have their academic excellence publicly recognised. 
 

This year, Greenhills Primary School will be participating in the following ICAS Assessments:  

 English - Students will read a variety of texts which narrate, describe, explain, argue, persuade and review. The 

texts will increase in complexity within each paper, moving from simple texts dealing with familiar subjects and 

topics to complex texts discussing abstract concepts and using sophisticated language structures. 

 Science - Students will focus on the knowledge areas of Earth and Beyond, Natural and Processed Materials, Life 

and Living, Energy and Change. 

 Mathematics - Students will answer a range of questions related to number and arithmetic, algebra and patterns, 

measure and units, space and geometry, chance and data. 

 

Each assessment will run at a cost of $17.05 and will be completed at school in August. If you would like your child to 

participate or require further information please contact Becc Stephens at rebecca.stephens@education.vic.gov.au by 

25th June. 

 

 

Becc Stephens 

Learning Specialist     

Student Excellence Coordinator    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST AID 

There has been a case of Chicken Pox in the School this week. 
 
Chickenpox is a highly contagious viral disease.  Outbreaks are more common in winter and early spring.  A vaccine is 
available. 
 
Chickenpox is spread by air-borne droplets from the upper respiratory tract (coughing, sneezing) or from the fluid in the 
skin lesions.  An infected person is contagious for 1-2 days (possibly five days) before the onset of rash and remains 
infectious until the blisters form scabs (usually around day five of the illness). 
 
If you are pregnant or have any health issues, please contact your family practitioner for advice and information. 
  
Please seek medical advice if you have any concerns regarding your child’s health.  

mailto:rebecca.stephens@education.vic.gov.au
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THANK YOU!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very BIG thank you to all families who donated items to give to Libby’s Koala and Wildlife organisation over 
the past couple of weeks.  

It was a pleasure to be able to give these to Libby last week, and she was extremely grateful for all of your 
generosity. 

Libby will now give these items to voluntary Wildlife shelters. The volunteers who work at these shelters not 
only donate their time, but also use their own money to purchase food and cleaning products to look after the 
survival of our beautiful native animals, including koalas, kangaroos, possums and many, many more! 

If you would like to donate any further items, or keep up to date with Libby’s amazing work, please feel free to 
join her on her Facebook site- Libby’s Koala and Wildlife Crusade.  

Thank you so much once again, Greenhills truly is GREAT!  

 
Suzie Hussein 
Grade 2 Teacher    
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Connected Schools  - How to give kids feedback for improvement  
 

by Michael Grose 

 

It can be tempting to allow children to continue to behave badly or to perform chores, homework or sports practice poorly when they 

argue or resist feedback. Parents need to be part coach, teacher and counsellor so that kids learn how to behave well, develop healthy 

attitudes to learning and know how to get the best out of themselves. Feedback is one of the most effective tools we have to achieve 

this. Give it poorly and it will at best be ignored and at worst, rupture relationships and damage self-worth. If you provide feedback 

effectively, you’ll see improvement in behaviour, attitudes and learning, even among feedback resistant teens. 

Here’s how to deliver feedback to make sure it sticks. 
 

Make it specific 

It’s absolutely essential to give feedback about one behaviour, skill or attitude at a time, if you want improvement. “Jai, if you make 

eye contact with your brother when you talk to him, he’s more likely to listen to you.” The feedback needs to be specific rather 

generalised so that a child or teen knows exactly how to do better. It also needs to be delivered in a non-judgemental way. 

Ensure it is descriptive 

“That’s not the way to behave inside” doesn’t help much. “Use your quiet voice when you play inside the house” cues a child into how 

to behave. Use phrases and terms that have real meaning for kids rather than vague, non-descriptive language such as ‘be a good girl’, 

so kids not only know what’s expected but they understand how to meet your expectations. 

It’s got to be timely 

Providing feedback to a toddler half an hour after they’ve thrown a tantrum in public will ensure there’s no impact. On the other hand, 

providing behavioural feedback when a teenager is angry will ensure one thing – you’ll have an argument on your hands. Feedback 

needs to be fairly immediate for young children and if possible, provided before an event or activity. “When you set the table put the 

fork on this side and the knife on the other.” Choose the time and place to provide feedback to older children, remembering that 

angry tweens and teens generally don’t listen. 

Give from a place of calm 

Angry parents generally deliver feedback poorly to kids. Regardless of how well you choose your words and how accurate your 

feedback may be, feedback delivered angrily will prompt the flight/fight response from a child or young person. They will ignore you 

or start an argument, but they won’t take your message on board when you’re mad at them. 

Give sparingly 

When children require approval for every scribble, homework problem and picture they draw, it’s probably because they have always 

been offered feedback on every scribble, homework problem and picture they draw. It’s vital that children develop their own internal 

sense of validation and honest self-assessment, because as they grow up and face hardship, they need to be able to look to 

themselves for strength and approval. If they can’t, they will be much more vulnerable to superficial external approval that comes 

their way in the form of peer pressure, bullying and the usual social jostling. As you wean them off of your feedback, turn their 

“Mummy, is this picture good?” or “Dad, did I do a good job?” back on them, and ask them how they feel about their work. 

Feedback is a wonderful parenting tool that requires attention to detail, sensitivity and a willingness to respect the dignity of the child 

or young person who is receiving it. It’s also most effective when given sparingly, rather than like a nervous tic, which keeps kids 

anchored to you for approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

James Penson, Janine Hough, Roslyn Mackie and Betty Hajichristou 

Connected Schools Team  
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Premier’s Reading Challenge 

 
 

Yes, it’s on again! The Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge encourages children and 
students from birth to year 10 to read a set number of books over the year and record 

their efforts online. Since the Challenge first began in 2005, more than 3 million 
students have read nearly 51 million books! At Greenhills PS we love this challenge, as it 
helps to create a love of reading, as well as opening up a large variety of genres to our 

students. 

 

Throughout the Challenge, students are set a number of books they must read in order 
to complete the Challenge. Challenge books are those set and listed by the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge and Choice books are any that are not on this list. The number of 

books to be read in order to complete the Challenge are- 

 

Prep-Grade 2;   30 books (including 20 Challenge books and 1 0 Choice books) 

Grade 3-6;   1 5 books (1 0 Challenge books and 5 Choice books) 

 

Students will be receiving their log on details very soon, so please keep an eye out for 
these and keep them somewhere handy. These details can be used to log your child into 

their account to add books to their Challenge journal as they complete them. 

Last year we had almost 250 students complete the challenge- we would love to see 
many more this year,  

 

WE CAN DO IT!!! 

 

To jump in and have a look, go to https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home 

 

 

HAPPY READING! 

 

 

Suzie Hussein  
Grade 2  Teacher 

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
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STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 2  Wk 6 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY on  

11th June 2021    HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week..  
 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Soren K Prep BH 
Soren, you are trying really hard to achieve your reading goal. I love how you remember to use different strategies to 
help you read unknown words. Keep up the amazing effort Superstar!! 

Alexa B Prep BJ 
For being a outer space learner and trying her best in everything she does! Alexa, I am so proud of the way you use 
your initiative in the classroom and reflect on your learning to improve it. We are so lucky to have a clever learner like 
you in PBJ! 

Ava Z Prep ND 
For being a hard working and clever learner! Ava has been a superstar when we are reflecting on our learning at the 
end of the day and is able to explain what we did and what we were learning about. I'm so impressed with how well 
you are listening and trying Ava, keep it up!  

Sarina G  Prep SM 
For showing so much GRIT with your writing. Sarina, I am so proud of the way you are sounding each word and 
recording the letters that you can hear! You are always putting 100% into every activity. Keep up the amazing work 
superstar!  

Elena F 1LO 
For always contributing to our class discussion with your insightful comments and wonderings. Elena, you are always 
helping us learn when you share your ideas with 1LO and we are very lucky to have you. Well done superstar! 

Thomas R 1TS 
For being such an amazing JSC leader. You are so enthusiastic and diligent about all your responsibilities. Well done 
and keep up the amazing work! 

Ava T 2BR 
For the amazing improvement she is making in her writing. I am so proud of the way you are taking greater care in 
your writing and going back and adding detail to continue to improve your pieces. Well done Ava! 

Oliver A 2SM 
For the excellent attitude you bring into the classroom everyday. You always have a bright smile on your face and show 
resiliance in everything you do. You are always open to receiving feedback on your work. This is paying off when 
writing your draft information report on Lions. Keep up the amazing work! 

Chelsea B 2SH 
For your outstanding behaviour and enthusiasm when visiting the Zoo. Chelsea you show such amazing knowledge and 
curiosity about animals and our Zoo visit was no exception! How DID you a cheetah skull so quickly?! Keep asking 
questions and keep that sense of wonder burning, well done Chels! 

Olly C 34B 
Olly, you are an outstanding role model who consistently challenges your learning and shares your opinions and ideas 
with the class. I am so impressed by how you have settled into our class, we are lucky to have you at Greenhills! 

Claire 34D 
Claire consistently displays our school values. She is respectful and kind to all peers and is always seen looking out for 
her friends. These qualities are appreciated by her friends. Keep it up, Claire!  

Lachlan 
H  

34K 

Lachlan, you are to be congratulated for your concentration and focus, especially during Maths tasks. Your 
patience during ICT disasters is admirable. You are a fantastic tutor to your peers and teacher when it 
comes to ipad assistance and instruction time. Thank you for all that you offer in 3/4K.  

Heidi K 34M 
Huge congratulations to Heidi for winning the District Cross Country!!!! We are all incredibly proud of you and wish 
you the very best in the Division Cross Country Race. You are a super speedstar. Your dedication, training and the 
efforts that you make are a credit to you. We admire your great work ethic and how hard you try to be your very best. 

Flynn L 34S 
For doing the work of a mathematician during RAMP week. You demonstrated grit and problem solving when 
developing your toy packaging, which allowed you to create a complex net of a 3D shape. Well done! 

Mia A 34S 
For the excellent problem solving and reasoning you demonstrated during RAMP week. You used an efficient strategy 
to multiply large numbers, which allowed you to figure out the costing of your toy without the use of a calculator. 
Great work! 

Andy J 56E 
For your fantastic work planning, designing and putting your RAMP project together. You demonstrated your 
understanding of many maths concepts through the project. Well done Andy.  

Alannah G 56F 
For being an outstanding maths wiz! Alannah I am so proud of all your efforts with RAMP over the past two weeks, 
especially your ability to discuss and share you mathematical thinking. Keep it up super star! 

Georgia K 56F 
For her exceptional commitment to her learning. Georgia, you consistently show dedication toward your classwork 
and personal growth as well as a genuine enthusiasm for learning. Keep it up legend! 

Eden C 56R 
Eden is a reliable, motivated and positive legend. She works hard to get her best work completed, helps 
others with compassion and is a super fun and friendly person. Thanks Eden, you brighten our day!  

Harry K 56T 
For showing lots of initiative in your learning. Harry, the change you've made over the past couple of weeks to avoid 
distractions in the classroom and ensure that you are fully focused on the task at hand is outstanding. Well done for 
stepping up and being a positive role model in the classroom! 

Ari (3/4K) ITALIAN 
Bravo Ari!! Your positive attitude and the presentation of your work in Italian lessons is commendable. Keep it up!! You 
are an inspiration to your peers!!  

Lily T 
(3/4D) 

PE 
For the grit you displayed during your race at the District Cross Country Carnival. Even when challenged, you never 
gave up and kept on running. Well done, Lily! 

Ella D 
5/6M 

MUSIC 
You are a pleasure to teach Ella. Whether it is in class Music lessons or in the Recital Choir, you always exemplify our 
Greenhills values. You are a GREAT student. 

Harper 
(PBH)  

ART 

Harper, I love the GREAT values you bring with you to the art room. You always listen carefully and put a lot of effort 

into your creations. Your mouse paint artwork, where you learnt about mixing primary colours to make secondary 
colours, was amazing. Well done.  
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