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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Hi Greenhills and welcome back to school for the start of Term 3! 

Term 3 is a very important term for schools. In fact, I would consider it the time where students can make the 

most learning progress as their confidence continues to grow, school routines are well established and we are 

still well away from the energy and excitement of the end of the year.   

 

Along with our focus and commitment to high levels of academic achievement, personal development and 

social, emotional wellbeing we have an extensive calendar of events and activities this term. During busy terms 

like this, it is vital to stay informed by reading the newsletter regularly. It is also a great idea to keep a family 

calendar with all of the important things listed on it. Why not encourage your child to do this as well? They 

could even use the calendar function on an iPad or another form of technology. This would be great 

preparation for high school when there are even more dates to remember such as homework and assignments 

from at least seven different teachers! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS NIGEL & ASHLEY DUNNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school team was very excited to welcome the arrival of Henry Mark Dunne last Monday night. Nigel and 

Ashley have confirmed that everything went fairly smoothly and all are doing well. They would like to thank 

everyone for their well wishes and support, it has been very much appreciated.   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021 

MYSTERIOUS BOX FOUND ON-SITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Greenhills, we love to encourage and grow curiosity and we really enjoy the wonderment and awe 

associated with imagination, play, fun and learning. With this in mind, on the first day back of the term, our 

students found a mysterious box on the oval just behind our Year 2 portable classrooms. The arrival of the box 

has prompted many questions, investigations and possibilities and our staff have used these to hook students 

into a range of literacy and numeracy lessons. Here are a few examples: 

 

Monday 19th July Breakfast Club 8.30am in Portable 4 (opposite Library) 

Tuesday 20th July Nude Food Tuesday 
9.30am School Tour 
6pm Education & Communications meeting 
7pm Parent Association meeting 

Thursday 22nd July 4pm Class of 2019 & 2020 Re-union 

Friday 23rd July Ride / Walk / Scoot to School Day 
2.50pm Assembly 
Semester 1 Reports available via COMPASS 

Monday 26th July Breakfast Club 8.30am in Portable 4 (opposite Library) 

Tuesday 27th July Nude Food Tuesday 
Grade 5/6's at Montmorency School production  
3.30pm Open Classrooms Afternoon 

Wednesday 28th July Experience Greenhills (Prep Transition 2022) 
9.30am / 11am / 2pm 

Friday 30th July National Tree Planting Day 



 

We have also had some fun creating a range of videos, 

newspapers and other materials to further excite and 

engage our students. Here are a couple of examples 

that show our staff talent and enthusiasm in action:    

https://clickv.ie/w/Stzq 

 

National Tree Day – 30 July 2021  

Major Roads Projects Victoria in partnership with the 

Rotary Club of Eltham, will plant 5,000 trees this year 

as part of the Fitzsimons Lane Upgrade. 

Primary school students and their families will play a 

key role in the “Make your Mark – Plant a Tree” 

program, which will align with National Tree Day on 

Friday 30 July for schools, and Sunday 1 August for the 

wider community. 

We are very excited that Greenhill Primary has been 

selected to participate in this program and each 

student will be taking home a native species of tree to 

plant and nurture on Friday 30th July. 
https://roadprojects.vic.gov.au/news/tree-planting-initiative 

 

SEMESTER 1 REPORTS 

Our Semester 1 Student Reports are currently being proofread and will be ready for you to access via 

COMPASS next Friday 23rd July. Given that we are using this format for the first time we have made some 

changes that reflect our focus on Student Agency. This means that the report contains parts that have been 

completed by the classroom teacher, parts completed by the student and parts completed by each specialist 

teacher. With the introduction of our Continuous Reporting process using See-Saw, rather than waiting for the 

end of Semester Report to read teacher feedback about Reading and Writing and Numeracy, these comments 

have been provided on a scheduled basis over the past two terms. The Semester Report then provides a timely 

opportunity for a general summary comment from the teacher that captures the learning highlights and 

achievements of each student. Teachers have also provided a judgement on the Victorian Curriculum Standard 

achieved by the student in Number, Reading & Viewing, Writing and Speaking & Listening. Most importantly 

each classroom teacher has also assessed students in key learning attributes that we value across our school. 

These include determinination in learning, acting in a respectful and reliable manner, taking ownership and 

taking risks with their learning and contributing positively in a group situation. 
 

The section completed by the students includes a self-assessment of the same key learning attributes and also 

a student agency self- reflection comment.  
 

Some more changes are planned to be made for the Semester 2 Reports as we have the opportunity to once 

again tailor the document to the needs and focus of our school. 
 

I encourage you to share the report with your child. Gone are the days where school reports were just for the 

teacher and parents. We value the voice and agency of all of our students and by being engaged and involved 

in the report process we hope that each student continues to build and grow their responsibility and 

ownership of their learning.  

 

Looking forward to a GREAT term ahead. 

 

James Penson 

Principal 

https://clickv.ie/w/Stzq
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Froadprojects.vic.gov.au%2Fnews%2Ftree-planting-initiative&data=04%7C01%7CNicole.Pearson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cbcedfaf094464d977cc508d9472ca9d1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63
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Connecting Schools –  Empathy and Compassion 
 

 Together parents and teachers can improve the incidents of compassion being displayed by children, and educate them on the 

importance of cooperation and kindness in everyday life. Modelling compassion on a daily basis is the best possible way for children to 

better understand what this behaviour means in real-world settings. What we focus on, we find.  

 

Prosocial behaviours are learned behaviours, through person-to-person connections with others. The development of empathic 

abilities begins early in a child’s life. 

 

A better understanding of the perspective of others gives children the opportunity to practice compassion. Compassion is like a 

muscle, it gets stronger the more it is practiced. The more words a child can use in explaining empathy and the actions of compassion, 

the deeper the understanding of its importance will be. Asking, “How do you think they felt?” can be a powerful way to ignite a child’s 

ability to empathise with another. 

 

Look for the following types of compassionate strength behaviours and help kids grow the behaviour each day. Celebrate with them 
on what they already do and encourage the behaviour’s growth. 
Notice when your child…. 
 

1. Does nice things for others without expecting something in return. 
2. Says encouraging things to cheer others. 
3. Shows interest in others by intentional reaches in prosocial (helping) behaviour. 
4. Participates in active listening. 
5. Respects privacy and avoids gossip. 

 

The best way for kids to learn compassion is through watching models of this behaviour. Teachers, parents, and other adults need to 

behave this way for children to see it as valuable and find approval in copying it. Finding compassion in moments of adversity is a skill 

that all adults should be working to master.  

 

Teach children self-compassion. We learn too quickly to be hard on ourselves about failure. While we all want kids to succeed, notice 
when your children are suffering from that failure instead. Help them to know that it is okay to make mistakes, especially if we can 
learn from it. 
 

1. Model, Model, Model. Show your children what it means to have compassion toward others and toward yourself. Be 
sure your interactions with children are lead with compassion. 

2. When your children are involved in social interactions and building relationships, be sure to observe and praise them 
when noticing compassionate behaviour. Point out compassionate behaviour in others as well. 

3. Help them learn self-awareness. Teaching kids to be aware that their actions affect others is vital in understanding 
empathic action behaviour. 

 

 

 

 

James Penson, Janine Hough, Roslyn Mackie and Betty Hajichristou 

Connected Schools Team  

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS 

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS: 
 

Michael J, Zoe A, Everleigh K, Jasper S, Malayla H, Killian G, Talya F, 

Kay AN, Lauren W, Lily M, Isaac H, Grayson T, Cordelia P, Chloe L, 

Lucy B, Ashlin O, Ryan D, X DC, Lachlan L, Toby A, Xavier S, Pierce S, 

Daniel F, Joshua W, Jasper U, Lila T, Jacob K, Ophelia C, Liam P, 

Xavier T, Marlow P & Jackson R 

https://positivepsychologyprogram.com/self-compassion-5-steps/
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INTERSCHOOL SPORT  
 
Friday 16th July 2021 
 
Greenhills VS Yarrambat – HOME 
 

 
 
Green Parkways VS Sacred Heart – AWAY 

      

 
 
 
COMMUNITY SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS 

If your child achieves something special (grand final win, most valuable player 

award, best and fairest etc.), please email me 

(jordan.daley@education.vic.gov.au) through photos and an overview of the 

achievement to post in Contact. It is important to celebrate and recognise such 

successes with the school community. 

 
REBEL COMMUNITY KICKBACKS PROGRAM 

 

Greenhills Primary School is involved in the Rebel Community Kickbacks 

Program. 

      

What can you do to help Greenhills primary School benefit from this 

program? 

 

Staff, family and friends can link the school to their Rebel Active Loyalty 

Program account and instantly start earning credits. 

      

      
Thank-you  

Jordan Daley 

       

 
      

 

   

 

 
 

   

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am ap-

prox. 

Aussie Rules Football Whatmough Park 

Soccer Greensborough Park  

Netball Greenhills PS 

Softball Greenhills PS 

Time: Sport: Venue: 

9.30am-10.30am ap-
prox. 

Aussie Rules Football Diamond Creek East PS 

Soccer Coventry Oval - Diamond Creek 

Netball N/A 

Softball Sacred Heart PS 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 

For families who have opted to pay fees via term instalments, Term 3 payments are now being processed.  If you have a 

balance, we appreciate prompt payment  If you have any queries to please contact the office.   

 

If you are having any difficulties with payment, please contact Victoria Harris or James Penson. 

 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 

activities.  The Department has extended its deadline to Friday 13th August to support schools during COVID-19. 

If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or 

Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special consideration 

category for asylum seeker and refugee families. 

 

Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to use 

towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

 

If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year, unless 

there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

 

If you haven't already applied please contact the school office for a form or https://www.education.vic.gov.au/

Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF_application_form.pdf 

 

You can also download the form, and find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education 

and Training’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page. 

 

Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as possible. 

 
Get Active 
Does your child love sport and being active? Does your family have a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card? You 

may be eligible for up to $200 to put towards the cost of your child’s participation in physical activities. The Get Active 

Kids Voucher Program helps eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and active recreation activities. 

Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to help with the cost of membership and registration 

fees, uniforms, and equipment. 

 

Special consideration also applies for children named on their own Australian Government Health Care Card or residing in 

care services as well as temporary or provisional visa holders, undocumented migrants or international students. 

 

Applications for vouchers in round two of the program close at 5pm Friday 30 July. For eligibility requirements and to 

apply, visit the Get Active Victoria website.      

   

 

 
 

   

Anne,            Karen,                  Nicole   &      Victoria 

Administration  Team 

https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
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Link to RSVP: 2019 & 2020 Reunion NEW DATE (google.com)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4HILFGICFvZGTMWcpAi6JZh_1kvAezmb_kM28aEj3EVonBg/viewform


STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 3  Week 1   

PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 16th July 2021. HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week.. 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Clara M Prep BH 
Clara you have blown me away with your amazing reading. Well done on decoding words and 
having a go at sounding them out instead of guessing. I love how you're trying your best and not 
giving up. You're a superstar!! 

Fergus F Prep SM 
For using amazing reading strategies! Fergus, I love the way you have been segmenting each sound 
in the word and then blending the sounds together. I am so proud of you supserstar!  

Georgia N 1KO 
For the gentle way you approach everything ! You are such a kind and considerate friend to 
everyone and the way you go about your learning by always giving your best effort to improve and 
strive for your best is outstanding. What a role model you are Georgia! Well done.  

Alana J 1LO 
For demonstrating fantastic student agency in tasks by pushing yourself with your learning, 
particularly in maths when practising your skip counting by 3s! Alana, you are such a fantastic role 
model in 1LO, keep it up superstar! 

Kilian 2BR 
For being an amazing role model and leader of our Greenhills GREAT values. Kilian, I admire the way 
you contribute to our classroom and always show grit towards everything you do. You are amazing 
Kilian! 

Alexis A 2SM 
Alexis, your confidence is shinning through in our classroom. I love that you taking risks in your 
learning and contributing your wonderful ideas and suggestions in front of the whole class. You are 
a star! 

Everleigh K 2SH 

For your absolutely wonderful effort and achievements in Writing. Everleigh you are doing such a 
great job with your descriptive writing, your writing paints such a clear picture for your audience of 
what is happening. The enthusiasm and pride you show in your writing is contagious, and we love 
listening to the pieces you are creating. Well done Ev, keep up the outstanding effort! 

Daniel F 2TW 
Daniel, I really love the way you have started term 3. It's great to see you trying hard with all your 
work and I especially like the way you are asking for help if you need it. Keep up this SUPER EFFORT! 

Aidan K 34B 
For the effort you are displaying towards your learning. I have been blown away by your Reader's 
Notebook and the reasoning you are displaying in Maths and reading. Keep up the awesome work 
Aidan! 

Akane M 34D 
Akane, your dedication and application during writing sessions is outstanding. Your creative ideas 
and the ability to bring them to life in a story is incredible! I loved reading your narrative and was 
impressed with the language and the powerful writing devices used. Keep up the great work! 

Zoe P  34H 
For your wonderful start to Term 3! It has been great to see you completing your work everyday. 
Your story about what is in the Mystery Box is very exciting and hooks the reader in. Your writing 
has been very impressive. Keep up the amazing work Zoe!  

Jasper S 34M 
For being a positive team member when working on group tasks. Jasper encourages his classmates 
to work together and values all contributions. He inspires others with his excellent work habits and 
thoughtful responses. Congratulations Jasper for being and great role model in 3/4M. 

Jonty R 56E 
For your fantastic non-fiction writing piece about Adam Sandler. Jonty, you planned, researched, 
drafted and edited your Information Report. Keep up the fantastic writing Jonty, you are very good 
at it. 

Cameron T 56F 
For his terrific efforts in Literacy this week! Cam, I am so proud of how you show your 
understanding of a text and your extensive vocabulary. Your information report plan was 
sensational too. You're a wizz at literacy!!  

Josh T 56M 
Josh has really upped his game over the corse of the term. His Inquiry work around environmental 
and soil pollution has shown excellent promise and he has come up with aan excellent proposed 
action. Can't wait to see what you do next Josh, well done.  

Finn M 56R 
Finn the way you are so generous with your contributions to our class discussions is to be 
commended. You share your insights and interesting questions with the grade. Thanks! 

Koda K 56T 
For your fantastic presentation of your Student-Led Inquiry at the end of last term. You worked so 
hard throughout Term 2 to pose questions, gather research, and form an action, and it was 
wonderful to see it all brought together in your presentation. Great work! 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
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