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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Throughout this extended lockdown and Remote Learning period, we have been constantly amazed at the creativity, 

engagement and independent thinking and learning our students have demonstrated. As a staff we see this each day on 

Seesaw, and we could fill pages and pages of highlights, videos and very clever responses and posts from students right 

across the school. Here are just a few examples to enjoy: 

 

"Friendship" By Jack O 3/4H 

Friendship looks like sitting together on the green grass for a picnic. 

Friendship sounds like laughing kookaburras. 

Friendship smells like mud on the footy field. 

Friendship feels like hands slapping together in a high five. 

Friendship tastes like lollies we bought together at the milk bar. 

 

"Happiness" by Oscar T 3/4H 

Happiness looks like a beautiful sunset on a Summer day. 

Happiness smells like freshly baked donuts. 

Happiness sounds like a chuckling baby. 

Happiness feels like a warm hug from your Mum. 

Happiness tastes like freshly picked strawberries. 

 

“Greenhills is GREAT” walk, ride and scoot by Ethan A & Zoe A 

 



 

 

 

 

I would also like to thank and acknowledge all of the students who have written letters to me over the past few weeks. 

Many of these were part of a Year 3/4 letter writing learning task. I was very impressed with both the structure and 

content of each letter, and it is clear to see our writing program is on track. The letters contained lots of positive feedback 

about what our staff team have been able to implement this term and also some great ideas that I will follow up with 

when students return on-site. 

The learning our students have shown and demonstrated this term also highlights the increased ability of our students to 

be more responsible and independent in their learning and creative and critical in their thinking. These are the 

foundations for strong student agency. Whilst we would have preferred all students to be on-site every day this term, we 

can be positive about what learning has been achieved in the circumstances.   

 

BEING PREPARED FOR TERM 4 

We now have all eyes focused on Sunday and the details of the roadmap the Premier will outline. In preparation for this, 

our leadership team have developed a range of options that we will be able to implement once we know more accurate 

details about the return to school model. 

 

It is important to know that in the event that students do not return to face-to-face learning in the first week of Term 4 

(Monday 4th October) that we will continue to implement our remote learning program in a very similar way to what we 

have been doing this term.  

 

This is as follows: 

9am – 9.15am Reading  

9.15am Whole class Webex and live lessons. (Please note that all classes will be at this time. This is slightly different 

to Term 3 where our aim was to stagger the Webex times was to ensure that families with students in different 

year levels could access devices. However, given that we have provided additional devices and from feedback 

understand that nearly all students have access to an individual device, we want to fully prepare our students for 

their return to school by starting all classes at the same time from the beginning of Term 4). 

 

We will also continue with set break times as follows: 

Recess 10.30am – 11am 

Lunch 1pm – 1.30pm 

Afternoon Break 2.45pm – 3.15pm. 

 

Our staff will ensure that there are no whole class, group or individual webex’s during these times and this will also assist 

us to coordinate our programs between students who are being supervised on-site and those at home. 

 

We will also look forward to continuing with our Friday Fun sessions and these will be organised within each year level 

team.  

 

If remote learning was to continue into Week 2 (October 11th) we will be running individual check-in sessions with all 

students over the course of the week. The focus for these would be wellbeing and learning support. Feedback from when 

we have run this before has been very positive. The individual sessions allow students the opportunity to meet with their 

teacher on an individual basis to review learning goals and target some specific learning.  

 

We will still start with a whole class session each day, but this would be reduced to 30 minutes to ensure that teachers 

have enough time to connect with all of their students over the week. Some of our classes have 29 students in total so 

even connecting with 5 or 6 students a day takes around 3 hours.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A big part of our work next term will be ensuring the school years ends as positively as possible. It will be a critical time to 

keep the focus on learning right up until the end of the year whilst also undertaking the steps necessary to prepare for 

and complete successful transitions into 2022. 

  

During the period of remote and flexible learning, some students have faced barriers to their learning. Many others have 

found new pathways to learning. What will matter most in Term 4 is providing continuity in learning and support for every 

student to the fullest extent possible, whether via face-to-face schooling or through remote teaching. 

  

This means continuing our efforts on a set of common and core priorities: the most important things our school system 

must deliver over the remainder of this year and into 2022. This will make sure that every student in our care is supported 

in their wellbeing, learning and transition needs. I am pleased to confirm that our staff have this work well in hand. We 

have developed a core set of learning outcomes that are our “non-negotiables”. These concepts and outcomes will be the 

basis of our teaching and learning for the remainder of the year as we work to ensure all students step into 2022 with the 

knowledge, strategies and thinking required to achieve success. 

  

I will continue to keep you informed via Compass as more details of the roadmap and the accompanying schools 

operations guide are provided. Please note that it often takes several days or more following any announcements from 

the Premier for schools to receive the specific advice which is required before any decisions and communications to 

families can be made. 
 

WELLBEING SUPPORT DURING THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

We have included an attachment with this newsletter that outlines tips and resources for parents, caregivers and families 

to support the mental health and wellbeing of students during these school holidays. I encourage you to read the 

information, especially the list of actions that support positive mental health. Top of the list is to exercise and eat 

healthily. Getting outside, connecting with nature and being active is vital at any time, but even more so during 

lockdowns. Here is a link to a special video put together by our staff team led by Lauren Richardson. Hopefully this 

motivates everyone to walk in the sunshine these school holidays!  https://clickv.ie/w/eJlr 

  
THANK YOU FOR TERM THREE 

We made it – the end of Term 3! Thank you to all our students who have achieved so much this term in such very 

different and challenging circumstances. Thank you to our staff team for their hard work, effort and adaptability. A big 

well done and thank you to our parents and carers for stepping up to support us to deliver the remote learning program. 

Our partnership with you is stronger than ever.  

 

 

James Penson 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclickv.ie%2Fw%2FeJlr&data=04%7C01%7CJames.Penson%40education.vic.gov.au%7C6db3144458b040e7fd6308d975bf735d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637670287497780936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS,  

THIS WEEK AND OVER THE HOLIDAYS: 
 

London K, Allie ET, Isla T, Georgette L, Anna T, Charlotte B, Delaney G, Alexander K, Naomi D, 

Lachlan P, Emily C, Max L, Felix r, Ella B, Archie B, Angus S, Flynn S, Jimmy M, Maia B, Nash K, Ethan 

D, Harper M, Evie m, Alexis A, Mitchell S, Wilbur H, Stella K & Matthew W 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent, 

We are delighted to let you know about an education resource that is available to 

your child at home as part of our school subscription – Story Box Library. 

Your child can watch favourite stories, read aloud by fabulous storytellers, at home as well as in the classroom. 

Reading aloud to children, in particular by diverse and engaging storytellers, greatly improves language and literacy skills, especially in 

the early years of a child’s development. 

Story Box Library is committed to supporting and engaging the practice of storytelling. It is intended for use as a complementary form 

of delivering the precious experience of being read aloud to, in order to improve children’s lives. Connecting children with literature 

through the complementary medium of film, providing a vibrant, interactive experience via a diverse range of storytellers sharing the 

best of our local children’s picture books. 

 
To access Story Box Library at home: 

1)  Visit  www.storyboxlibrary.com.au  

2)  Choose Log In from the top right corner of the screen 

3)  Log in using the username and password provided below 

4) Enjoy the library of stories on any device with internet connection 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note the following features: 

●  Story Box Library regularly adds new stories, so is an ever-growing library 

●  Content is aimed at Prep/Foundation through to Year 6 students 

●  Includes a range of short films to inspired by our stories, creators and storytellers 

●  Resources are provided for each story, including Classroom Ideas, Activity Time and 

 Student Task Sheets – all designed to assist at-home learning 

●  Captions can be turned on or off for each story 

●  Story Box Library is a safe online space free from advertising 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

USERNAME: Greenhills 

PASSWORD: book 



 

Connected Schools– Mindfulness  

The ‘Resilience Project At Home’ provides activities for 

kids that focus on one of The Resilience Project principles. This week, the 

focus is on Mindfulness. https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/

everyone/mindfulness/ 

By giving these exercises a go with your child/children, you can check-in and support the mental 

health of everyone in your home. Just click on the link in each activity. 

 

1. Mindful Walk 

You are going to go on a mindful walk. You can do this in your yard or around the 

street. 

 
 

2. Kids Yoga (Cosmic Kids Yoga) 

Cosmic Kids Yoga is a great channel on YouTube. Using a computer or a TV, play the 

clips. 
 

 

3. Let’s Get Creative! 

When we are immersed in creating an object, we are being mindful. 

 

 

 

4. Complete a Puzzle 

Find your favourite puzzle and try to complete it today. If you would prefer, you could 

also build your favourite lego, duplo or something similar. 

 

 

 

 

5. Make a Calm Down Jar 

Have fun and be creative making your very own calm down jar!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

James Penson, Janine Hough, Roslyn Mackie and Betty Hajichristou 

Connected Schools Team    

LET’S GO! 

LET’S GO!  

LET’S GO! 

LET’S GO! 

LET’S GO! 

https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/kids/mindful-walk/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/kids/make-calm-down-jar/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/kids/complete-a-puzzle/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/kids/get-creative/
https://theresilienceproject.com.au/at-home/everyone/mindfulness/kids/kids-yoga/


STUDENT OF THE WEEK Term 3 Week 10 PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 8th October 2021 

HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week.. 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Isla K 
Prep 
BH 

Isla, Congratulations on doing such an awesome job during remote learning. I was particularly impressed with the 
amazing procedure video you put together explaining how to make pizza. Thank you for always being so positive. We 
are so lucky to have you in Prep BH 

Lincoln L 
Prep 
SM 

For the AMAZING effort you always put into your videos, photos and voice recordings throughout Remote Learning! I 
have loved watching your cooking show episodes where you always make sure you use the procedural words 
correctly. Congratulations for reflecting on your learning each day and sharing your 'Student Agency' videos with me. 
I am so incredibly proud of you! Keep up the incredible effort Lincoln! 

Michael J 1KO 
For wowing me with your amazing writing. Michael I love the way you are including adjectives and vivid verbs to 
make your writing more descriptive and with how hard you are working on your handwriting. I love it! Thanks for 
sharing your writing with me Michael. Keep it up! 

Claudia C 1LO 
For always coming along to our morning Webex's and sharing your ideas to help the rest of us learn. Claudia, you are 
doing such a great job during remote learning, we are very lucky to have in in 1LO! 

Sam F 1TS 
For the amazing work you have been doing during remote learning. I am loving seeing all your work posted on 
Seesaw. Keep it up super star! 

Abi P 2BR 
For being so independent with your learning, asking questions when you need help and using a range of strategies 
to support your learning. It has been amazing to see you challenging yourself and always doing your best in 
everything you do. You are a star Abi! 

Harper M 2SM 
Harper you continually bring such a positive energy to our morning webex. Every day you continue to show 
enthusiasm for your learning. I love how you have been taking ownership of your learning and staying back to ask 
questions or receive feedback on your work. Superstar effort, keep up the great work! 

Malayla H 2SH 

For your excellent use of Maths strategies during Number Fluency! Malayla it was great to see you really thinking 
about which strategy suited you best when solving each of your Maths problems, and talking through steps and your 
reasoning. I am so impressed with not only your working out, but also the self confidence you have in your abilities 
and the risks you are taking in your learning. Well done super star! 

Ophelia C 2TW 
I love the way you are such a hard worker Ophelia. You are always so attentive during our whole class Webex 
sessions and you take time a care with completing your learning tasks. Keep up this SUPER work. 

Lucy B 34B 
For the determination and effort you are displaying during remote learning. I love seeing you incorporate feedback 
and attempt every learning task to the best of your ability. Keep up the impressive effort Lucy, you can truly achieve 
anything you set your mind towards!  

Mia G 34D 
Mia is to be congratulated on the hard work and effort she has displayed throughout remote learning. She completes 
all tasks to a high standard, challenges herself and takes on feedback to improve her work. Keep up the great work, 
Mia! You're doing a brilliant job! 

Amalie N 34H 
For the wonderful effort and student agency you have displayed during Remote Learning. You consistently attend our 
Webex meetings and complete learning tasks. It has especially been lovely how you have worked with your friend, 
providing support and sharing ideas. Thank you for being such a GREAT student.  

Stella H 34K 
Stella, you are to be commended for your positivity and perseverance throughout remote learning. You always gave 
things a go, took on teacher feedback and remained calm even when you had NO internet or when you were unsure 
about a task. You asked questions and tried your best, at all times! 

Jackson D 34M 
For taking up the challenge to solve difficult problems in Maths Extension Games. Jackson shares his thinking with 
this groups and contributes lots of explanations for his reasoning. Keep up the great work Jackson. 

Matty B 34S 
For the grit and effort you have shown during remote learning. Matty, I am impressed by the way you have a go at all 
tasks, ask question to clarify and respond to feedback. Keep it up!  

Thomas C 56E 
For your determination with all your work during remote learning. You work to the best of your ability and challenge 
yourself in all areas. Keep up the fantastic work Thomas. 

Allie E-K 56F 
Allie, you have been such a wonderful student during remote learning, trying your best no matter what and always 
staying positive. You did some wonderful work with me on our production dance and appreciate all the help you 
have given me. Well done Allie! 

Oscar S 56M 
Oscar has been a super determined remote learner this term. His lovely social personality doesn't gel with remote 
learning but Oscar has stuck with it. He has displayed bravery, courage and proven that when the going gets tough, 
the tough get going. Well done Oscar.  

Cooper C 56R 
Cooper is like a ray of positive sunshine. He is committed to learning and being the best kid he can be. Cooper has 
gained lots of new skills in numeracy and has worked hard on multiplication and division. Well done Coop! 

Summer M 56T 
Summer you have done such a great job with remote learning, and I love that you always ask for help when you need 
it! This is such an important skill to have and really shows the ownership you're taking over your learning. Awesome 
work Summer! 

1. 5/6E 
Olivia T & 
2. 
Charlotte 
PSM 

ITALIA
N 

1. Brava Olivia - a few teachers have noticed how supportive and encouraging you are to your classmates during 
your onsite remote learning sessions. A true example of demonstrating the GREAT values of Greenhills Primary 
School. Keep it up!!  

2. Eccellente Carlotta (from PSM) for your amazing rainbow (arcobaleno) poster. Very impressive - bravissima!! 



Mine Street, Greensborough VIC 3088 Phone. 03 9435 4181 Fax. 03 9432 0733 

Email: greenhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PARENT ASSOCIATION  

Greenhills Family Business  
Yellow Pages & CONTACT Advertisement 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does your family run a small business? Would you like your business to be promoted around our school community? We 

want to help! 

 

We know that Covid-19 is impacting small business greatly. We are hopeful that this initiative helps connect your business 

to families in our community who need your products or services. Win/Win! 

 

Send in your business card, flyer or just a paragraph of information about the service and/or products you provide to: 
sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au  or james.penson@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah.leach@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:james.penson@education.vic.gov.au
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https://pascalpress.com.au/   
 

Looking for educational resources? 

Pascal Press have provided a 20% discount code  
for all Greenhills families to use  

GREENHILLS20 

 
Discount will not apply on items already on sale, and the  

code will be valid until 31 Dec 2021. 

https://pascalpress.com.au/

