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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Well, we did have a smooth start to Term 3!! As I outlined in the newsletter last week and to our staff, it is a 
very important term for our students. Hopefully when things are back on track and students return on-site 
next Wednesday, we can resume normal programming!  
 
With that in mind, here is a warning for all readers of CONTACT this week. There will be no mention of 
anything related to Lockdown #5 or Remote & Flexible Learning. Instead, you can read about our updated 
plans for what is happening for the rest of this term and get an update about our capital works project which is 
now ready to progress to the Tender Documentation Stage.  

 

THE CURRENT PLAN OF WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING @ GREENHILLS 2021!!!  

 

Friday 23rd July Fun Friday - afternoon session presented by the Leadership Team: 
Mr Penson, Mrs Hough, Mr Ryan, Miss Stephens & Mr Dunne. 

Monday 26th July Assembly (recorded by Mr Penson & Mrs Hough) link will be sent out via Compass. 

Wednesday 28 July Students return to on-site learning 

Monday 2nd August 8.15am Breakfast Club 

Tuesday 3rd August Nude Food Tuesdays 

Friday 6th August 2.50pm Assembly 

Monday 9th August 8.15am Breakfast Club 
6.30pm School Council 

Tuesday 10th August Nude Food Tuesdays 

Wednesday 11th August School Photos 
Experience Greenhills – Prep 2022 Program will commence 

Thursday 12th August Junior School Council Winter Wonderland Fundraiser day 

Monday 16th August 8.15am Breakfast Club 

Tuesday 17th August Year 3/4 Hooptime 
Nude Food Tuesdays 

Wednesday 18th August Choir Camp (Wednesday 18/8 & Thursday 19/8) 
Experience Greenhills - Music 

Thursday 19th August 7pm Michael Ymer Maths Parent Night 

Monday 23rd August 8.15am Breakfast Club  

Tuesday 24th August Nude Food Tuesdays 
6pm Year 2 (Year 3 2022) iPad Information Night 
7pm Parent Association 

Wednesday 25th August Experience Greenhills - PE 

Thursday 26th August District Athletics Carnival 

Monday 30th August 8.15am Breakfast Club 

Tuesday 31st August Nude Food Tuesdays 
6pm Education & Communications Sub-Committee 

Wednesday 1st September Student Agency Conferences (Students only attend this day for their conference time) 

Friday 3rd September Father’s Day Breakfast 

Monday 6th September 8.15am Breakfast Club 
6.30pm School Council 

Friday 17th September Last day of Term 2 - 2.30pm finish time. 



 

As with all of these events and others, we will try and continue to run them as normally as possible. In this 

way, plans can be made, and we can also be ready if we need to re-schedule at any time. 

Our PA Disco which was set for Friday 6th August is a GREAT example of this. This event will not proceed on the 

date as planned but will be re-scheduled for late August. Once our DJ has been re-booked, we will advertise 

and promote the date.  I did offer the services of “DJ JP” but apparently tracks like the Beach Boys Kokomo and 

Earth, Wind & Fire’s September and other favourites on my playlist might not cut it with the students!     

 

CAPITAL WORKS PROJECT UPDATE 

Janine and I continue to meet with the project team every fortnight. The next milestone is the completed 

Detailed Design which is due 22nd July. Just as a way of recapping, the project not only includes building a new 

competition grade gym but also several other elements that are part of our Masterplan. 

 

#1 - Attached to the new gym, will be a multi-purpose teaching and learning space. This will open to a stage 

area on the outside which is surrounded by an external outdoor amphitheatre style seating area. It will also 

open up to another stage area (which will be portable / removeable) on the inside of the gym. This will be 

separated by solid strong by-fold doors that will enable the room to also form a stage area for school 

productions and other events. 

Outdoor taps, retractable stadium seating, a new sport storeroom and multi-media office space will also part 

of this new facility.   

 

#2 – Both sets of student toilets will be refurbished. This includes the Boys & Girls toilets in the main building 

outside the office area and the toilets next to the Art Room. Our plan is to redevelop this second smaller toilet 

area into a gender-neutral toilet block. This means that the cubicles will run from the floor to the ceiling for 

privacy and the external entrance and exit door will be made of steel mesh or a similar element. In this way we 

will have facilities specifically available and designated for boys and girls whilst also having a space available 

for anyone to use.  

 

#3 – The staff toilets, and first aid room will be extended and another staff meeting room will be added to the 

outside of the administration building. This work is based on the formula used by the Victorian School Building 

Authority and are areas that we are currently under entitlement for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And there is more….. 

 

We hope that the project will also include a new creative play space that promotes curiosity, exploration, role 

play and above all fun! This will be developed in the space next to the new outdoor shade structure and along 

the school fence line on the South West edge of the school. The design will be included in the planning and 

documentation and will be completed if the tender is within the project budget.  

 

This is really exciting as it includes a natural play space area curved with crushed rock pathways weaving 

around a dry creek bed with small timber boardwalk crossings. The garden is to provide a natural exploration 

space with water play and sustainable learning opportunities throughout the space. It includes a large sandpit 

feature to the North end with stone borders to form an edge. To top it off there will even be water from a 

small tank connected to a larger tank accessible via water pumps at each end of the garden! 

 



 

As you can see the whole project is very exciting and all of the elements will be wonderful additions and 

improvements to our school facilities. The timeline is still on track to start in January next year and we will 

hopefully be completed by early December 2022.  

 

If you have any feedback, questions or comments please contact me: james.penson@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Penson 

Principal 
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Connected Schools - Riding the COVID waves by Michael Grose 

The disruption caused by the coronavirus pandemic continues, with the scale of its impact dependent on geography. Families in the 
nation’s two most populated states are no strangers to lockdowns and the disturbance they bring to normal life. Regardless of where 
you live, the sense of the pandemic is always present, ready to disrupt daily life at short notice. 
 

We crave connect and certainty 

Human beings crave certainty and human connection, both of which are severely impacted by the current pandemic. Just when life 
appears to return to normal, coronavirus case numbers can flare, sparking changes to our daily lives. As demonstrated by the massive 
increase in people seeking psychological support services over the last 18 months, these are difficult times for us all. 

Every family has its own coronavirus story consisting of loss, disappointment, hardship, frustration or overwhelm of some kind. While 
there is no magic bullet that will make living through these uncertain times easy, here are some strategies to help you and your family 
stay upright while you ride the COVID waves of uncertainty and change. 
 

Model a coping mindset 

Let’s start with a coping mindset, the hardest and most important strategy. The leader in any group is the person who remains calm in 
a crisis, so as parents we need to do all we can to keep our acts together, or at least look like we are in control. Kids of all ages, but 
especially primary-aged students, take their cues from parents, the most important people in their lives, about how to view events. If 
catastrophising, anxiety and anger are modelled, then inevitably younger family members will mimic these behaviours. More 
significantly, these behaviours contribute to their feelings of lack of control. Alternatively, when acceptance, perspective and optimism 
are on display, kids learn how they can cope with uncertainty and change. This is not to suggest that parents aren’t struggling, and 
that we shouldn’t show our vulnerability to children. However, children and young people feel safer and more secure when their 
parents radiate a sense of calm and composure in the face of difficulty. Challenging, but essential. 
 

Act like a middle born 

Despite the negative press that middle-borns receive including ‘middle child syndrome’, and ‘middle-child complex’, this cohort is 
generally very resilient. Their flexibility as a result of fitting into a life pattern set by an elder sibling enables them to more easily adapt 
to change. Often considered less ambitious and driven than first-borns, middle children generally expect less of themselves, and are 
more inclined to bide their time, letting the big waves pass before riding the more accessible, easier waves to achieve success. Birth 
order research reveals that middle children tend to have broader social circles than children born in other positions enabling them to 
form social connections in many different settings. Their adaptability, lowering of expectations and wonderful approachability are 
examples of how to survive challenging times. 
 

Embed wellbeing strategies into family-life 

If ever there was a time to make wellbeing come alive in a family, it’s now. If you have previously believed kids’ wellbeing is less 
important than homework, music or sports lessons and chores then it’s time for a priority rethink. Mental health practices are most 
successful when they are embedded into family life, rather than being focused on when life gets hard. While no means limited to 
these, the most significant wellbeing practices include sticking to daily routines (to maintain feelings of control), taking regular 
exercise (to get rid of built-up stress and promote feel-good endorphins) and prioritising sleep (to maximise the brain’s capacity to 
manage stress). 
 

Only sweat the big stuff 

If you find that you’re arguing with your child over minor issues such as leaving clothes around the house, then it’s time to let the 
small stuff go and focus on the bigger issues. You may need to set the parenting bar a little lower, focus less on academics, even relax 
screen time limits for a time if they are a source of conflict. Expect behaviour blow outs from children who have lost their own 
bearings – in some cases access to friends, school, and schedule. Give kids space if they regress, rather than reward tantrums with 
plenty of your attention, which will reward and keep the behaviour going. 
 

Connect with your village 

Are you an introvert or an extrovert? What about your kids? It matters because each group reacts differently during lockdowns. Those 
on the introvert end of the spectrum can feel a little too comfortable being home and away from work or school. Scheduling regular 
digital catch-ups with friends and family can overcome reluctance to connect. Extroverts, on the other hand, can really struggle being 
away from friends and need little encouragement to stay in touch, which is vital during times of uncertainty. 

There are no hard and fast rules about living through this pandemic. COVID didn’t come with a ‘how to’ manual, so most of us are 
writing our own rules as we go. Embrace any ideas that work for you and your family and let go of those that aren’t right for you. Be 
mindful, that the tide will eventually turn, the waves more predictable and our capacity to deal with hardship will have been enhanced 
by this experience. 

 

 

James Penson, Janine Hough, Roslyn Mackie and Betty Hajichristou 

Connected Schools Team  
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund applications 
 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting 

activities.  The Department has extended its deadline to Friday 13th August to support schools during COVID-19. 

 

Get Active 
Does your child love sport and being active? Does your family have a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card? You 

may be eligible for up to $200 to put towards the cost of your child’s participation in physical activities. The Get Active 

Kids Voucher Program helps eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and active recreation activities. 

Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to help with the cost of membership and registration 

fees, uniforms, and equipment. 

 

Special consideration also applies for children named on their own Australian Government Health Care Card or residing in 

care services as well as temporary or provisional visa holders, undocumented migrants or international students. 

 

Applications for vouchers in round two of the program close at 5pm Friday 30 July. For eligibility requirements and to 

apply, visit the Get Active Victoria website.      

   

 

 
 

   

     Anne,              Karen,                  Nicole   &      Victoria 

    Administration  Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS  

CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS: 
 

Annabelle M, Patrick H, Sophie W, Lea C, Oliver W, Ava G, Elena FC, Spencer L, Addisyn L,  

Sienna B, Phillip PD, Asher P, Chanelle L, Ash R & Georgina W 

 

 

 

 

https://www.getactive.vic.gov.au/vouchers/
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Link to RSVP: 2019 & 2020 Reunion NEW DATE (google.com)  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4HILFGICFvZGTMWcpAi6JZh_1kvAezmb_kM28aEj3EVonBg/viewform


STUDENT OF THE WEEK  Term 3  Week 1   

PRESENTED AT ASSEMBLY 16th July 2021. HERE ARE OUR SUPERSTARS for this week.. 

NAME CLASS REASON 

Connor J Prep BH 
Connor, you have blown me away with your amazing writing. I love how you now add adjectives in your 
writing which makes your writing more interesting to read. Keep being GREAT!  

Arjun B 1KO 
For how enthusiastically and confidently you have settled into 1KO and Greenhills. We are loving listening to 
all of your ideas and passion for reading. Keep it up superstar! 

Sebastian C 1LO 
You have settled into term 3 and remote learning like a superstar! Your enthusiasm toward your maths is 
infectious to everyone around you and I love listening to you explain the strategies you use when playing 
fast facts! Keep up the awesome work Seb! 

Bayden F 1TS 
Your amazing attitude and enthusiasm is so great to see. It is incredible to see how excited you get when 
learning. Keep up the effort Bayden! 

Zoe A 2BR 
For the fantastic writing you have produced based on the Mystery box. Your ideas have been creative and I 
have been amazed by the description you have placed into your writing. It is so entertaining to read and you 
should feel really proud of yourself! 

Maanchi J 2SM 
For always putting in 110%. You continually impress me with your efforts and ability to adapt to Remote 
Learning. I love the way you have been recording your reasoning on your seesaw posts! Keep working hard 
and well done! 

Emma S 2SH 

Emma, I am super impressed with the writing you have been doing about the mystery box from the Zoo! 
Your descriptive pieces and your creative ideas are wonderful! Thank you for being so willing to share your 
work with your classmates, we love listening to what you write. Keep up the enthusiasm and the wonderful 
effort Em, well done! 

Tully S 2TW 
Tully you have been doing an amazing job with all the tasks we have set for Remote Learning. I’m very 
impressed with the time and care you are putting into all your work. Keep it up Super Star! 

Charlotte S 34B 
For continuing to give everything your best shot even during remote learning! Your resilience and 
determination are something to be proud of Charlotte, and I hope you continue to see all the incredible 
things that you are capable of.  

Xander S 34D 
Xander, I have been so impressed with the determination and grit you show throughout the day in all 
learning areas. You enjoy a challenge and will always give something a go, trying your hardest everytime! 
Keep up the great work! 

Kieran H  34H 

For being a brilliant learner and great friend to your classmates. You extend yourself, embrace challenges, 
and share ideas both in the classroom and remotely. We especially love that you stay connected through 
our class blog. Your knowledge, curiosity, values and excellent work ethic stand you in good stead for all of 
your learning endeavours. You are a 3/4H Superstar Keiran – Outstanding effort! 

Shiloh 34K 
For your outstanding attitude towards your remote learning 5.0. You have shown enthusiasm, dedication 
and perseverance towards all tasks. You are contributing during our Webex sessions and posting fantastic 
work on Seesaw. Shiloh, you brighten up my lockdown days with your smiling face. 

Jackson T 34M 
For putting in 100% effort during Remote Learning. Jackson is keen to help others by explaining tasks during 
class Webex meetings and is always polite and respectful during discussions. He often volunteers answers 
and is enthusiastic to share. Keep working hard Jackson and well done! 

Chelsea L 34S 
For the effort you have shown during remote learning. Chelsea, it’s wonderful to see engaging with Seesaw 
and attending every Webex, including those that are optional. Well done! 

Olivia D 34S 
For the detailed entries in your Reader’s Notebook during remote learning. By diligently taking a variety of 
notes, you have been able to demonstrate your understanding of the texts you are reading. Keep it up! 

Ryan F 56E 
For your positive attitude towards your learning during remote learning. I am impressed with how you email 
me for assistance when required and are being persistent in all work tasks. Keep up the fantastic work Ryan. 

Niya M 56M 
Niya has been an excellent student throughout the year. She consistently listens well and produces quality 
work. Niya is making lots of friends and looks like she will have a fantastic final year at Greenhills. Well done 
Niya.  

Finn M 56R 
Finn the way you are so generous with your contributions to our class discussions is to be commended. You 
share your insites and interesting questions with the grade. Thanks! 

Keira L 56T 
For taking feedback on board and acting upon it to constantly improve her learning. Keira, I have been so 
impressed with how you have applied any feedback from your work into the next day's learning. You are 
smashing your learning goals and it's easy to see why!  

Claire L 3/4 S ITALIAN 
For taking the time to complete her task on Seesaw to a very high standard. I especially loved the special 
'extra addition' of a piece of music that you posted which reflected the happiness of the Italian soccer team 
when they won the Euro Cup!! BRAVA. 
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